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(2) Petersberg Declaration (19 June 1992)
II. On Strenthening WEU'’s Operational Role

3. Decisions to use military units answerable to Western European Union(WEU)
will be taken by the WEU Council in accordance with the provisions of the
UN Charter. Participation in specific operations will remain a soverign decision
of member States in accordance with national constitutions.

4. Apart from contributing to the common defence -+, military units of WEU
member States, acting under the authority of WEU, could be employed for:
— humanitarian and rescue tasks;
— peacekeeping tasks;

— tasks of combating forces in crisis management, including peacemaking.
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(2) Agreed in Maastricht by the EU Member States in 1991 as part of the preparations
for introduction of the euro, the convergence criteria are formally defined as a set
of macroeconomic indicators which measure:

— Price stability, to show inflation is controlled;

— Soundness and sustainability of public finances, through limits on government
borrowing and national debt to avoid excessive deficit;

— Exchange-rate stability, through participation in the Exchange Rate Mechanism
(ERMI) for at least two years without strong deviations from the ERMII
central rate;

— Long-term interest rates, to assess the durability of the convergence achieved

by fulfilling the other criteria.
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