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UN Security Council Resolution 1539 (2004)

The Security Council, [...]
Recalling the responsibilities of States to end impunity and to prosecute those
responsible for genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and other egregious

crimes perpetrated against children, [...]

Noting the fact that the conscription or enlistment of children under the age of 15 or
using them to participate actively in hostilities in both international and non-international
armed conflict is classified as a war crime by the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court and noting also that the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict requires States
parties to set a minimum age of 18 for compulsory recruitment and participation in
hostilities and to raise the minimum age for voluntary recruitment from that set out
in article 38, paragraph 3, of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and to take
all feasible measures to ensure that members of their armed forces who have not

attained the age of 18 years do not take a direct part in hostilities, [...]

EHEEXD

Convention on the Rights of the Child

Article 38 (3) States Parties shall refrain from recruiting any person who has not
attained the age of fifteen years into their armed forces. In recruiting among those
persons who have attained the age of fifteen years but who have not attained the age

of eighteen years, States Parties shall endeavour to give priority to those who are oldest.

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating
to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I)

Article 77 (2) The Parties to the conflict shall take all feasible measures in order
that children who have not attained the age of fifteen years do not take a direct part
in hostilities and, in particular, they shall refrain from recruiting them into their
armed forces. In recruiting among those persons who have attained the age of fifteen

but who have not attained the age of eighteen years, the Parties to the conflict shall

endeavour to give priority to those who are oldest.
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(2) Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement
of children in armed conflict, 25 May 2000

UNTIED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

Declaration made upon signature and confirmed upon ratification:

“The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland will take all
feasible measures to ensure that members of its armed forces who have not

attained the age of 18 years do not take a direct part in hostilities.

The United Kingdom understands that article 1 of the Optional Protocol would
not exclude the deployment of members of its armed forces under the age of 18

to take a direct part in hostilities where: -

a) there is a genuine military need to deploy their unit or ship to an area in

which hostilities are taking place; and
b) by reason of the nature and urgency of the situation: -
1) it is not practicable to withdraw such persons before deployment; or

i1) to do so would undermine the operational effectiveness of their ship or
unit, and thereby put at risk the successful completion of the military

mission and/or the safety of other personnel.” [...]
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