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As social beings, we often act, alone or in groups, to benefit other people.
Some of these kindnesses are quite ordinary — we help an elderly neighbor
do her shopping, drop some spare change into the collection box for an
especially needy charity, or pool our resources and skills to build a playground
m a rundown neighborhood. At other times we give generously of our effort
and energy, volunteering to help battered women or victims of AIDS, spending
hours to help a stranded motorist restart his car, or organizing the collection
and shipping of medical supplies to the victims of hurricanes, earthquakes,
and tidal waves. And sometimes, people even risk their own health and
safety for others.

Mother Teresa, who died in 1998, had risked disease and danger to live
a life of dedication to the poorest and most needy in the slums of Calcutta,
India. While rescuers airlifted those injured when a jet crashed in 1982 into
an ice-covered river in Washington, D.C., one survivor eventually lost his
life after repeatedly giving up his place on a helicopter to others more
seriously injured. Social psychologists call these everyday kindnesses as well
as Inspiring acts of heroism prosocial behavior: behavior that is intended to
help or benefit others. In studying helping, social psychologists have looked
at many kinds of behavior: giving aid in everyday situations, dramatic
responses to emergencies, and long—term commitments of time, effort, and
even personal risk. In laboratory studies, for instance, they have asked
participants to aid others who are working on boring and repetitive tasks
or to volunteer to take the place of someone scheduled to receive painful
electric shocks. Outside the laboratory, researchers have investigated why
people donate blood and organs, whether passengers in an elevator will help
someone pick up handfuls of spilled pencils and what circumstances affect
responses to staged emergencies. This variety of research approaches means
that researchers’ conclusions about prosocial behavior often have high construct
validity and good generalizability.
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More attention was paid to the quality of production in France at the time
of Rene Coty. Charles Deschanel was then the financial minister. He stressed
that workmanship and quality were more important than quantity for industrial
production. It would be necessary to produce quality goods for the international
market to compete with those produced in other countries. The French economy
needed a larger share of the international market to balance its import and
export trade.

French industrial and agricultural production was still inadequate to meet
the immediate needs of the people, let alone long-ranged developments.
Essential imports had stretched the national credit to the breaking point.
Rents were tightly controlled, but the extreme inflation affected general
population most severely through the cost of food. Food costs took as much
as 80 percent of the workers' income. Wages, it is true, had risen. Extensive
family allowances and benefits were paid by the state, and there was full-
time and overtime employment. Taken together, these factors enabled the
working class to exist but allowed them no sense of security. In this
precarious and discouraging situation, workmen were willing to work overseas
for higher wages.

The government was reluctant to let workers leave the country. It was
feared that this migration of workers would deplete the labor force. The lack
of qualified workers might hinder the improvement in the quality of industrial
products produced. Qualified workers employed abroad would only increase
the quantity of quality goods produced in foreign countries. Also the quantity
of quality goods produced in France would not be able to increase as part

of its qualified labor force moved to other countries.
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